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1.0 Introduction 
Fennessey Ranch is a 3,251 acre, privately owned ranch with a conservation easement owned by 
the University of Texas at Austin. The Ranch is composed of native tree/brush, prairie, freshwater 
wetlands, and Mission River riparian corridor. Wetlands at Fennessey Ranch cover approximately 
500 acres, which contain temporary, seasonal, and semi-permanent flooded areas1 (Figure 1).The 
Fennessey Ranch management plan is a compilation of individual subject plans that include 
detailed descriptions of the current uses and state of improvement, as well as management of 
wildlife (i.e., hunting and fishing, grazing, prescribed control of native, exotic and feral species, 
supplemental food, supplemental shelter), habitat (e.g., prescribed burning, range enhancement, 
brush management, wetland enhancement, erosion control, archeological digs), monitoring, and 
access.  The goal of this management plan is to allow for the generation of revenue from wildlife 
resources while maintaining and improving native and managed habitats for wildlife diversity, 
critical species, and rare native species. A native habitat contains species which arrived, 
established, and survived there without direct or indirect human assistance. 

The Fennessey Ranch is subject to a perpetual conservation easement granted by Brien O’Connor 
Dunn to The Board of Regents of The University of Texas System (Appendix 1). The conservation 
easement was purchased by the University of Texas from a grant received to meet the goals of the 
National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS). The NERRS is a network of protected areas 
established to promote informed management of the Nation’s estuaries and coastal habitats. The 
reserve system is a network of 28 areas representing different biogeographic regions of the United 
States that are protected for long-term research, water-quality monitoring, education and coastal 
stewardship. Established by the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, the reserve 
system is a partnership program between the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) and the coastal states. NOAA provides funding, national guidance and technical assistance. 
Each reserve is managed on a daily basis by a lead state agency or university, with input from local 
stakeholders. The University of Texas at Austin is the Mission-Aransas Reserve’s (Reserve) lead 
state partner.  

This management plan serves to implement the conservation easement, to support the 
conservation values of that easement, and provide guidance on future activities funded by the 
mitigation of the pipeline installed in 2013 (Appendix 2). Those conservation values include the 
protection of native plants, animals, and plant communities on the property; preservation of 
estuarine areas and banks of the Mission River; preservation of the natural freshwater wetlands on 
the property; preservation of the natural flow of fresh water from the artesian wells located on the 
property; and the advancement and dissemination of man’s understanding of the biology and 
hydrology of the property and the adjacent Mission River. 

 

 
 
                                                 
1 White, W.A., Tremblay, T.A., Hinson, J., Moulton, D.W., Pulich Jr., W.J., Smith, E.H., Jenkins, K.V., 1998. 
Current Status and Historical Trends of Selected Estuarine and Coastal Habitats in the Corpus Christi Bay National 
Estuary Program Study Area. Publication CCBNEP 29. Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission, Austin. 
161 pp. 









Fennessey Ranch Management Plan 2015 5 
 

 

Figure 3.  Anticipated locations of observation platforms and screened pavilion. 
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3.0 Wildlife Management Plan 

3.1 Hunting and Fishing 
Fennessey Ranch holds one hunting lease with 10 hunter slots, with each hunting slot 
corresponding to a specific food plot. This lease allows for hunting of deer, turkey, quail, feral hogs, 

and Russian boars.  Hunting of deer and 
turkey occurs from November through 
January. Feral hogs and Russian boar can be 
hunted year round.  Restrictions on lessee’s 
include: 

• No hunting at night or with dogs.   
• In general, no harvesting of bucks 

under 3.5 years of age (unless they have an 
8-point antler) or they are a selected cull.  

• Off-road truck use is prohibited and 
all-terrain vehicles are recommended for 
transportation to hunting blinds. If a road is 
damaged due to lease activities, it must be 

restored by the lessee to its original state. 
• Hunters must discard carcasses in the authorized “gut pile”.  This allows for Fennessey 

Ranch to double check and track harvest records.   
• Harvest limitations are set annually by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as 

environmental conditions warrant. In 2014 the harvest limitations were set as: 30 male 
deer and 42 female deer.  

• Hog and Russian boar hunts are sold to hunters on a per trip basis by Fennessey Ranch. 
Tom turkeys have not been a 
target species, but hunting of 
them is allowed.  

Fennessey Ranch also conducts a doe 
harvest in January to prevent 
overpopulation.  The target number 
of individuals to harvest is determined 
annually based on the buck to doe ratio 
that Fennessey Ranch can support.  
Currently Fennessey Ranch supports a 
buck:doe ratio of 1:1, and a buck:acre 
ratio of 1:10 acre. A buck:doe ratio of 
1:1.5 would be considered ideal for 
Fennessey Ranch.    

 

 

 Photo courtesy of Todd Steele (www.toddsteelephotoart.com) 
 

 Photo courtesy of Todd Steele (www.toddsteelephotoart.com) 
 



Fennessey Ranch Management Plan 2015 7 
 

 

There shall be no hunting of waterfowl.  If and when quail hunts occur, only pen-raised animals 
should be used.  All shotgun shells must be picked up.  

No predator hunts are allowed at the Ranch unless the hunts target invasive species or rabid 
individuals. 

Currently the only fishing on Fennessey Ranch is for bass. Fishing is allowed as catch and release 
only at McGuill Lake, Fennessey Flats, and Fly-fishing Lake by owners, guests, and hunting leases.  

Food Plots 
Food plots are established annually (spring and fall) for perennial forages to provide supplemental 
food for deer and cover during these critical periods of the year. Livestock are excluded from food 
plots by fencing. Food plots not only serve to provide protein and enhance antler growth in deer, 
but also provide as supplements to the native habitat and wildlife. Bobcats are known to hunt 
around the food plots, and turkeys are regularly seen using the food plots. There are currently 33.3 
acres of food plots on Fennessey Ranch that are planted with oats in the fall and are utilized for wild 
flowers in the spring.  Food plots are not irrigated, but sometimes fertilized when needed.   

 

3.2 Grazing 
Grazing management is the planned manipulation of livestock numbers and grazing intensities to 
increase food, cover, or improve structure in the habitat of selected species.  Grazing management 
includes not overstocking or overgrazing any area on 
Fennessey Ranch.  Currently the Fennessey Ranch 
has one lease that allows for stocking of 150-300 
head of cattle (2015).  A grazing system is 
implemented to provide planned periodic rest for 
pastures by controlling grazing intensity and 
duration.  This system is primarily based on 
frequent observation rather than predetermined 
times and locations, especially in times of drought.  
However, in general, cattle are grazed in St. John’s 
Prairie during November through January, and not 
west of the Citgo pipeline during spring due to turkey 
nesting and wildflower growth.  Cattle are excluded 
from the no grazing zone to prevent trampling and 
for vegetative recovery.  Grazing in non-fenced 
riparian areas shall be evaluated biweekly, and cattle 
shall be moved if there are signs of erosion or 
damage to plants. During times of drought Fennessey Ranch is the most fragile to cattle grazing. 
When in droughts, cattle management should adhere to the conservation goal of Fennessey Ranch. 
During times of drought it may be necessary to bring in feed for cattle, or remove the cattle from the 
ranch completely.  
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3.3 Prescribed Control of Native, Nuisance and Invasive Species 
Exotic or non-native plants and animals should not 
be introduced without prior approval from the 
University of Texas. Sometimes aggressive means 
must be used to control a number of native, exotic, 
and feral species. Populations of exotic and invasive 
plants and wildlife shall be strictly controlled to 
minimize negative impacts on native wildlife and 
habitats. Table 1 contains a list of current nuisance, 
invasive, or feral species currently found on 
Fennessey Ranch, and the approved method of 
control. Communication with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and the Lady Bird Wildflower Center may be 
maintained for current control methods and 
information on additional threats. Observations shall 

be used to assess and control the intensity and impacts of problem species to meet plan objectives. 
Included in these observations is annual vegetation monitoring by Mission-Aransas NERR staff at 
permanent sites located throughout the Ranch.   

Species are labeled as nuisance when they are a native species, but have become problematic to the 
natural environment. Sometimes environmental factors are out of balance, allowing for a native 
species to grow unchecked. For example, if the natural fire cycle has been interrupted, Huisache can 
become a problem displacing native grass species. Nuisance wildlife management is the term given 
to the process of selective removal of problem individuals or populations of specific species of 
wildlife. Regulations on American alligators exist to ensure its continued protection while allowing 
for a sustainable leather trade. Alligators are considered a nuisance species on the Ranch due to 
safety and population number issues. Nests are legally harvested, and eggs are taken to a Texas 
alligator farm. 

 

3.5 Supplemental Shelter 
The best shelter and cover for wildlife is provided by a well-managed habitat.  The following 
practices can be implemented to provide types of shelter that may be limited in the habitat. 

Nest Boxes and Bat Boxes 
The installation of artificial boxes is sometimes used to provide nesting habitat for Wood Ducks at 
McGuill Lake. Raptor poles have also been added at McGuill Lake to provide additional nesting 
habitat. Additional raptor poles, as well bat boxes, may be used in the future to provide nest or den 
habitat for selected species. Number and location of nest and bat boxes should be consistent with 
wildlife needs (i.e., territorial requirements of the target species and sufficient over the area to 
provide a real supplement to the target population) and address an identified severe limiting factor. 

Brush Piles and Slash Retention 
The planned placement and/or retention of brush piles is used to provide additional wildlife cover 
in habitats where cover is a limiting factor. This practice also includes slash retention, or leaving  
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Table 1. Table of current nuisance or invasive species (both plants and animals), their known 
locations, and allowable methods of control.   

Species Location Method of Control 
Invasive Species 

Chinese tallow Upland 
Burn, manual removal, herbicide (cut-stemp and basal bark 
applications of triclopyr herbicide [such as 20% Garlon 4 in 
oil; use Rodeo for trees growing in water]) 

Chinaberry Upland Burn, manual removal, herbicide (cut-stump and basal 
bark applications of triclopyr herbicides) 

Cat’s claw Upland 

Manual removal, herbicide (current chemical controls 
include cutting the vines and painting the cut ends with 
glyphosate [100% solution] herbicide; triclopyr may 
provide good control as well [100% solution as a basal 
bark treatment] or 1-2% foliar spray with surfactant) 

Water lettuce McGuill Lake 

Seine and burn, may require herbicide in the future 
(contact herbicides such as Endothall and Diquat will act 
quickly, while systemic herbicides such as Rodeo act 
slowly) 

Feral hogs Primarily upland Shooting 

Nutria Wetlands Shooting 

Red fire ant Upland None yet, but may require insecticide in the future 

Nuisance Species 

Bulrush Fly fishing pond, McGuill 
Lake  Shredding, burn, herbicide (Roundup) 

Huisache Upland, Fennessey Flats Burn, herbicide (basal spraying), shredding, cattle 
management 

Retama Upland Burn, shredding, cattle management 

Spartina Fennessy Flats Burn, shredding 

Alligator Wetlands Harvest nests 

Harvester ants Upland Insecticide when interferes with roads 

 
 

dead brush on the ground where it was cut or uprooted, to provide wildlife cover and protection for 
seedlings of desirable plant species. Stacking posts or limbs in the shape of teepees can provide 
cover for small game and other wildlife in open areas. Brush piles are typically placed along 
pipelines and near MEL 13 wetland. 

Half-cutting Trees or Shrubs 
The practice of partially cutting branches of a live tree or shrub to encourage horizontal living cover 
near the ground and to provide supplemental cover in habitats where cover is lacking is done in all 
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riparian areas, including the Stream Management Zone (Figure 1). This practice is best done in the 
winter prior to leaf budding. 

Woody Plant/Shrub Establishment 
Planting and protecting native tree and shrub seedlings are used to establish wind rows, thickets, 
mottes, corridors, and solid stands to provide optimum habitat for selected species.  Woody plant 
establishment have currently included cypresses seedlings in riparian areas. 

 

4.0 Habitat Management Plan 
In addition to the following habitat management practices there shall be no blanket poisoning by 
lease holders including Central Power and Light (CPL) and oil field companies. 

 

4.1 Prescribed Burning Plan 
Prescribed burning is the planned application of fire to enhance 
habitat and plant diversity, increase food and manipulate cover, 
or improve structure in the habitat of selected species.  Fire 
lanes should be disked prior to all prescribed burns.  When 
burning wetlands with Gulf Cordgrass (Spartina spartinae), a 
burn permit must be obtained from Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and a burn plan must be 
submitted to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  
Best efforts should be made to burn Fennessy Flats (800 acre) 
every three years and usually in January.  St. John’s Prairie and 
invasive bull rush should be burned in the summer.  Burns 
should also occur in uplands when there is a high abundance of 
huisache or retama that impedes diversity and chokes out other 
flora. 

 

4.2 Range Enhancement 
Native herbaceous plants (i.e., grasses and forbs) provide food and cover for wildlife and are useful 
for erosion control.  It is anticipated that Alamo Switchgrass may be seeded in St. John’s Prairie by 
broadcast method and may require some type of weed control.  In addition, various species of 
cacti may become species of concern based on their location and may require reduced traffic of 
motorized vehicles in certain areas (i.e., Cactus Grove, Figure 2). 
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4.3 Brush Management 
Brush management is the removal or establishment of woody plants.  Brush control includes the 
selective removal or suppression of target invasive woody species (e.g., huisache, retama, Chinese 
tallow, and Chinaberry) to allow the increased production of desirable trees, shrubs, grasses, and 
forbs for forage, nesting, and/or protective cover for selected species.  See section 2.3 for 
locations and methods of control for various woody invasive species. 

Brush management should consider wildlife cover requirements, soil types, slope angle and 
direction, soil loss and erosion factors, and subsequent planning to control reinvasion.  This 
practice also includes retention of brush piles to provide cover and nesting sites for cavity nesting 
animals. When used, herbicides should be applied in strict accordance with label directions. 

Methods of brush control include herbicide (e.g., huisache, Chinese tallow, Chinaberry, wetland and 
aquatic species), grubber or root plow, chain, roller chopper/aerator, Rhome disc, brush hog 
(shredder), dozer, and hand-cutting (chainsaw).  Brush control such as mowing and shredding is 
primarily done in August to enhance wildflower growth in the spring.  Brush management design 
for Fennessey Ranch is a mosaic that creates senderos. Some of these senderos are required by 
pipeline easement mandates.   

In addition, periodic harvest, removal or suppression of trees or woody species is conducted in 
riparian habitats to allow the increased production of desirable trees, shrubs, grasses, and forbs for 
forage and nesting or protective cover for selected species. Raptors and other migratory birds 
require tall trees. Vegetation management may be done around tall-tree species to allow for optimal 
growth conditions of these specific tree species (e.g., pecan trees).  

 

4.4 Wetland Enhancement 
Wetlands provide seasonal or permanent water for roosting, feeding, and nesting habitat for 
wetland wildlife.  Wetland restoration, creation, or manipulation projects must have prior 
approval by the Grantee of the Conservation Easement.  Wetlands management includes 
protection by modifications (i.e., drainage, saltwater intrusion, filling, shape alteration, etc.), 
protection of vegetation, maintenance of water by pumping, seeding of grass/legumes, creation of 
buffers, prescribed grazing and burning, and fencing to enhance manageability.  Currently, the 
wetlands at Fennessey Ranch are allowed to dry during summer and early fall. Water levels are 
maintained through pumping throughout the rest of the year and during times of drought for 
migratory waterfowl. 

Wetland restoration or development may include providing seasonally available water such as 
shallow roost pond development; artificially creating wetlands; restoring, developing, or protecting 
marsh; restoration of prairie potholes; and moist soil management units. Moist soil management 
units are parcels of land that are typically flooded in the spring and then maintained wet during the 
growing season, to aid the summer production of annual wetland plants that produce large amount 
of seed. This management practice’s goal is to maximize food production for waterfowl and 
shorebirds. Restoration projects and manipulation with control structures will be based on wildlife 
needs and suitability of the property.  Potential future wetland enhancement projects include: 
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Fennessey Flats dike/levee, placement of water control structure at MEL 13 wetland, and continued 
maintenance of Kaiser flat water control structure.  Enhancement projects will include 
revegetating to reduce erosion and sedimentation. 
 

Monitoring of both groundwater wells and the Mission 
River will be conducted to assess groundwater conditions 
and connection with surface flows (Figure 4).  Results 
from this monitoring will help the ranch manager and 
conservation easement holder manage groundwater, 
surface water, pumping wells, and wetland restoration 
projects.  Annual assessment of groundwater and 
surface water levels and water quality will be taken into 
account when managing wetlands for wildlife and 
wetlands.  If groundwater or surface water conditions 
deteriorate, then the ranch manager and conservation 
easement holder should design and implement a plan to 
restore water levels and water quality.  

Researchers from the University of Texas Marine Science Institute have shown a high-level of 
interest in using Fennessey Ranch to conduct research on groundwater-surface water interactions. 
These interactions will become increasing important to understand as the demand for water 
increases statewide in Texas.  

4.5 Erosion Control 
Erosion control is conducted through strict and continuous visual observation.  Practices for 
erosion control include: 

• Gully reshaping to force cattle away from eroded areas to 
speed recovery of eroded site. 

• Revegetating areas along creeks, streams, ponds, and 
wetlands to reduce erosion and sedimentation, stabilize 
stream banks, improve plant diversity, and improve 
wildlife value of sensitive areas. 

• Installation of fill dirt and bullrock along erodible 
embankments to prevent erosion and protect wildlife 
habitat. 

• Establishment of stream crossings to provide permanent 
low water crossings in order to reduce or prevent erosion. 

• Installation of gutters on the McGuill Lake Pavilion, and 
the addition of a new, permeable product (to replace or 
stabilize the crushed granite) will help reduce erosion 
occurring along the platform pathway.  
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Figure 4.  Location of Water Wells on Fennessey Ranch 
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4.6 Archeological Digs 
There is evidence that archeological remains are located in Fennessey Flats. A survey was 
completed in 2012, with the installation of the pipeline, no artifacts were found. Any archeological 
digs or surveys that occur must have prior approval by the Grantee of the Conservation Easement 
and should restore habitat to original state.   

 

5.0 Research and Monitoring Plan 

5.1 Monitoring 
Monitoring at Fennessey Ranch provides an estimation of species diversity, species numbers, 
annual population trends, population density, age structure, or sex ratio using accepted survey 
techniques.  Harvest data should be collected and recorded annually for deer and hog.  Data 

should include age, weight, and sex.  For deer, antler development 
and embryo presence data should also be collected.  These records 
will help determine sex ratios, body condition, and annual 
production. 

Regular, periodic counts of nongame wildlife species are also used 
to enhance management or increase knowledge of local, regional, or 
state status.  This practice includes developing checklists of 
wildlife diversity for the property.  Additional counts should 
include aerial counts of alligator nests, song bird transects and 
counts, turkey hen/poult counts, waterfowl/water bird counts, and 
butterfly counts.  All records should be provided to the 
Mission-Aransas NERR on an annual basis as part of the “Annual 
Conservation Easement Monitoring Report.” 

Monitoring of vegetative cover will also be conducted by staff of the 
Mission-Aransas NERR at specified sampling locations on an annual 
basis (Figure 5).  Sampling at these locations includes 

observations of percent cover (trees, shrubs, and grasses/forbs), hydrologic conditions, soil type, 
and species present.  These observations will allow Reserve staff to monitor short-term 
variability and long-term changes in the vegetative communities of the Ranch, and it will also serve 
to determine species diversity and presence of invasive species.   

Annual monitoring of both groundwater wells and the Mission River will be conducted to assess 
groundwater conditions and connection with surface flows (Figure 4).  Flow rate and water 
quality attributes such as salinity, temperature, pH, nutrients, and bacteria will help determine 
current conditions.  All wells except for East Kaiser, Pavilion, and St. John’s are artesian. 

Implementation of new monitoring programs will improve the ability of University of Texas Marine 
Science Institute and Fennessey Ranch staff to make management decisions that improve the 
conservation value of the Ranch.  All proposed monitoring programs must be agreed upon by the 
Fennessey Ranch Manager and the Mission-Aransas NERR.      
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Figure 5.  Location of Sampling Points for Annual Vegetation Monitoring on Fennessey Ranch 
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5.2 Research 
Fennessey Ranch provides valuable opportunities for conducting research on a variety of topics, 
such as habitat mapping, water quality, water quantity, restoration science, and ecosystem services.  
As new research projects are proposed, the Mission-Aransas NERR will contact the Ranch Manager 
to discuss the project objectives and talk about issues such as Ranch access and installation 
equipment.  At the completion of the project, researchers are responsible for providing both the 
Mission-Aransas NERR and Fennessey Ranch with access to any data collected or 
reports/publications.   
 

6.0 Education 
Implementation of educational programs at Fennessey Ranch also serves to increase the 
conservation value of the Ranch.  Education programs could include formal education such as 
K-12 school groups and teacher trainings, as well as community education of families and target 
audiences such as master naturalists.  Educational programs at the Ranch may include activities 
such as birding tours, hay rides, habitat hikes, star parties, and kayaking trips.  These programs 
will serve to educate participants about the conservation value of the Ranch and the unique 
environments and biological process that occur there.  Mission-Aransas NERR staff will contact 
the Ranch Manager before implementing any new educational programs.    
 

7.0 Access Plan 
 
Access and use of Fennessey Ranch is important to regulate.  No activity, including ecotourism, is 
without impact on Fennessey Ranch.  Careful observation must be conducted to ensure that 
simultaneous activities are not putting undue stress on Fennessey Ranch.  For example, activities 
may need to be stopped for a period after heavy use. 
 
Standard procedure for use of Fennessey Ranch must be 
followed for activities that occur without accompaniment 
by the Ranch Manager.  Procedure for access includes: 

1. Call Ranch Manager or Ranch Hand to inform of 
event and schedule date. 

2. On the day of activity, sign in at the camp house and 
pin on the designated map the location of your 
activity. 

 
Access may need to be controlled or restricted for sensitive 
areas and projects.  All transportation must be conducted 
on designated roads and trails.  If off-road transportation 
by motorized vehicle is required, any damage to the habitat 
(i.e. ruts) must be restored to its original state.  
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Appendix 1: Fennessey Ranch Conservation Easement 
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Appendix 2: Pipeline Easement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 8: Response to Written and Oral Comments 



Mission-Aransas NERR Management Plan 2021-2025  
Responses to Written and Oral Comments 

 
Development of the Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve (Reserve) 2021-2025 
Management Plan occurred over a two-year period and included direct input from all Reserve staff 
members, Reserve local partners (GLO, TPWD, TxDOT, USFWS, TNC, CBLT, CBBEP, Fennessey Ranch, 
ACND, City of Rockport, and Aransas County), and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) Office for Coastal Management staff. Reserve staff initially discussed the 
Management Plan at a staff retreat (March 2020), and following these discussions, Program 
Coordinators were each required to develop drafts of Plan components that related specifically to their 
programs. Local partners were allowed several opportunities to provide input to the Plan throughout 
the course of its development through the Reserve Advisory Board (RAB). RAB members were also 
allowed the opportunity to comment on a full draft of the Plan prior to its submission for review by 
NOAA. Staff from NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management provided input throughout the development 
of the Plan.  

NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management reviews and approves the plan after ensuring sufficient 
opportunity for comment by the public, per 15 Code of Federal Regulations 921.33. Once the 
Management Plan has been approved by NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management, a Federal Register 
Notice announcing a 30-day public comment period is published. The public comment period for this 
plan was published in the Federal Register on July 1, 2021 and the comment period ended on August 15, 
2021.  

Notices were also published on the Reserve website, social media pages, and in local newspapers to 
notify the public of the opportunity to comment on the Plan. Additionally, a public meeting was held on 
July 14, 2021, 5:00pm through the virtual platform Zoom to provide the public with the opportunity to 
hear an overview of the Plan and provide comments orally or in writing. After the required 30-day public 
comment period, revisions to the document were made, where appropriate.  

Specific comments received on the plan are noted below in bold: 

• United States Geological Survey:  The USGS has no comment at this time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 9: Federal Consistency Certification 



 

       July 23, 2021  
 
Jesse Solis 
Texas General Land Office 
602 N. Staples St., Suite 240 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 
 
Re:  Coastal Zone Management Act Negative Determination 
      Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve 2021 – 2025 Management Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Solis: 
 
Pursuant to section 307(c)(1) of the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), 16 U.S.C. § 1456(c)(1), and 15 
C.F.R. § 930.35, NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management, Stewardship Division, is submitting this negative 
determination for the federal approval of proposed revisions to the management plan for the Mission-
Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve available at http://missionaransas.org/about/management-
plan. We have determined that the approval of revisions to the plan will have no effects to the coastal uses 
or resources of Texas.  
 
The CZMA requires that federal actions affecting coastal uses or resources of the coastal zone of a state be 
consistent to the maximum extent practicable with the enforceable policies of state coastal management 
programs. When a federal agency determines that an activity of the agency has no coastal effects, the CZMA 
requirements do not apply except in those circumstances specified at 15 CFR 930.35 where a negative 
determination must be submitted to the state for review. The Federal Consistency regulations at 15 CFR § 
930.35(a)(2) specify that a negative determination must be submitted for activities that are the same or 
similar to those for which effects were previously found and a consistency determination submitted to the 
state. In this instance, it has been determined that although a finding of coastal effects was made and a 
consistency determination submitted for previous management plans, the approval of the revised Mission-
Aransas NERR Management Plan would have no coastal effects as there are no substantive changes between 
the actions and priorities included in this plan and the previous management plan. 
 
Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 930.35, the Texas Coastal Management Program has 60 days from the receipt of 
this negative determination to concur with or object to the finding of no coastal effects, with an option 
to extend the review an additional 15 days pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 930.41 (b) with notice to this Office.  
NOAA will presume State concurrence if a decision by the state is not received by the 60th day from 
receipt of this determination (or 75 days if the review period is extended by the state).   
 
Please send the State’s response to: 
 
Matt Chasse 
Coastal Management Specialist 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NOS, Office for Coastal Management 
1305 East West Highway, SSMC4/ 10th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
and email copy to matt.chasse@noaa.gov 

http://missionaransas.org/about/management-plan
http://missionaransas.org/about/management-plan


 

 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at (410) 570-1020 or at 
[matt.chasse@noaa.gov]. 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Matt Chasse 
Coastal Management Specialist 
National Estuarine Research Reserve System 

 

Attachment 

 

Cc:  Jace Tunnell, Manager, Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve 

 

 



 

  

 

Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve 
The University of Texas Marine Science Institute 

750 Channel View Drive, Port Aransas, Texas 78373 
361-749-3046 - www.MissionAransas.org  

 

 

 

July 19, 2021  

 

Mr. Jesse Solis  
Texas General Land Office  
1700 N. Congress Ave.  
Austin, Texas 78701  
 

RE: Texas Coastal Management Plan Consistency Review  

 

Dear Mr. Solis,  

The Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve (Reserve) would like to request a Texas 
Coastal Management Plan Consistency Review of our 2021-2025 Management Plan (Plan). The Reserve 
considers the Plan to meet the goals and policies of the Texas Coastal Management Plan.  

Thank you for your time and please feel free to contact me at any time with questions at 361-749-3046.  

Regards,  

 

Jace Tunnell  
Reserve Director  
Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve 
 

http://www.missionaransas.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 10: National Environmental Policy Act Determination 
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